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Welcome to this first newsletter of 2012. Last yemned out to be pretty amazing for moths, withwrfmacro

species new for Devon and one of the most extemsinggrations ever recorded in Britain. | was happth a

few Rhodometra sacrari¥estals in my trap, but couldn’t help the odd tgerof jealousy when people started to
catchTrigonophora flammearlame Brocadegicherontia atroposDeath's-head Hawk-moths and the rare tropical
moth Spoladea recurvalisStill, if you didn’t catch the rarity you've londreamt of, there is always this year...

It is subscriptions time again. The membership foam be found at the end of this newsletter. Pléh#en and
send it off straight away. If you don't it will medots of work for Roy, chasing all those who hateaid, and
may also mean that you don't get the 2011 AnnugbRewhen it is published in the spring. Of couifgou pay
by Standing Order at the beginning of each year yfoel need to nothing — what a great way to pay gabs!
Richard Fox

Annual General Meeting on Thursday™2Bnuary 2012

The AGM was held at the Ley Arms, Kenn and atterfsiedround 45 members, one of our biggest meeting
attendances ever. Apologies were received from\&aekechnie-JarvidDavid and Judith Simpson and Peter
Vernon.The minutes of the previous AGM were approved umanisly and signed by the Chairman. The reports
of the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary follovgee pelow). Copies of the accounts were distribiced

present. These showed a healthy balance and tleeeeno questions or issues raised. The accounesapproved
and signed by the Chairman. The election was tieéhfbr all Council members apart from the Chairnidicola
Bacciu, Barry Henwood, Roy McCormick and Rob Wolsdinput themselves forward for re-election to Calnin

Members of Council: Richard Fox, Chairman; Roy McGormick, FRES, Secretary/Treasurer;
Rob Wolton, Conservation; Nicola Bacciu, Membershig& Distribution; Barry Henwood, Ordinary Member.



the positions of Membership Secretary, Ordinary MemSecretary/Treasurer and Conservation Officer
respectively. There being no other candidates, Wexg considered en bloc and were re-elected urasin

Chairman’s AGM Report

2011 proved to be an extraordinary year for weadherfor moths. After the coldest December eveonded
(2010), we had a mild spring and very hot Aprik(thottest on record). As a consequence there wesrefl early
emergences and some very large numbers of sprawesp This was followed by another disappointimgsier —
the 5th in a row — which proved to be the coldestlB years. Unsurprisingly, the cool and often weéather had a
negative impact on moth numbers. However, we tigoyed a warm autumn, with massive influxes of igrant
moths on southerly airflows. It was the second vesmtiNovember ever, leading to emergence of sppagies
such arthosia cerasiCommon Quaker an@. gothicaHebrew Character. Overall it was second hottestybi#r
since records began in 1910, but also second hg#asin the central England time series whichelneg 1659!

Four new macro-moths were recorded for the coudhg overlooked residedtygaena lonicera®larrow-
bordered Five-spot Burnet and three presumed inamigrCyclophora ruficiliariaJersey Mochdfame brunneata
Rannoch Looper anganthia ocellarisPale-lemon Sallow.

The undoubted highlight of 2011 was mass immigraticot only in the autumn, but right through tieauye.g.
Cynaeda dentalitarvae found in April, Rannoch Looper in early du@xyptiluslaetusandEublemma parva
Small Marbled in late June/July, then from Septenaimevards all sorts of amazing species includiingasmia
clathrataLatticed HeathCatocala fraxiniClifden Nonpareil, Death’s-head Hawk-mo8poladea recurvaljs
Palpita vitrealisand Flame Brocade.

So it was a pretty exciting year for moths and bhaogood year of progress for DMG, thanks to alkthon
Council and other members who have helped out g@@i1. A highlight was being successful in natimey
competition for funding from the OPAL project admstered by the Natural History Museum and fundedhay
Big Lottery Fund. Most of this money is being usedreate a new, expanded website for the Groughblgrant
will also pay for the printing of our annual repthis year, and helped towards travel expensethéoleaders of
our summer field meetings. In addition, as pathefgrant, Bob Heckford is leading two micro-motbrisshops
for DMG members. The first was a very successfaleufor Ectoedemia heckfordreported in our Oct 2011
newsletter) at Hembury Woods in August. The seauitidbe a micro-moth indoor workshop this springee p.8.

Moth recording has continued to improve under gaglérship of Roy McCormick. Thanks to Roy’s work
encouraging recording, leading field meetings amdgssing records over many years, we have a fabigad
database and good coverage across the county.avidreore members are computerising their own record
which has huge time-saving benefits for the Colegorder and means that more records are beingtsedm

However, all good things must come to an end. Ro¥ bver as County Moth Recorder in 1994. He'dtsthr
trapping regularly at Dawlish Warren in the prewagear and when he presented his records to DavenBx
Exeter Museum, Dave responded that he
had never received moth records by the
kilogram before and the County Moth
Recorder job was handed to Roy more or
less on the spot. Since then, for 17 years |
has undertaken the highly onerous tasks ¢
County Recorder, but 2011 will be his last
year of data collecting, checking and
crunching.

Stepping into his shoes is Barry Henwood
am very grateful to Barry for agreeing to d:
this and we are all very fortunate to have
such a highly skilled and experienced mot|
er to take over from Roy. And so, to expre
our huge thanks on behalf of the whole of
DMG, we presented Roy with a signed an
framed print of Tiger moths by the artist == o ; '

Richard Lewington. {I8t) with a moth print (Barry Henwoo(

Richard Fox



Secretary’s AGM Report

The Group is still gaining new Members with a mershg of 162 at the beginning of 2012; we have Zfmivers
who do not live in the county, with a high proportiof these living in Cornwall and two living in hdon, with
one having a second residence in Devon. We hage thonorary Members and two who get free Membpyshi
with one of these our Accountant.

We held three Indoor Meetings at the Ley Arms,ABM, Spring and Autumn Meetings. Our Christmasnd\at
the Highwayman'’s Haunt, Chudleigh, was well attehaéth 23 people coming. We have booked for Saufdf
December for this year. Most of our Meetings attemound 25+ Members. We had seven field Meetnogdked
and these were led by (various combinations ofje&SBeavan, John Breeds, Paul Butter, Richard Baxty
Henwood, Bob Heckford and Rob Wolton. As far 8adw we had reasonable numbers at these meetiithgs, w
two of them being open to the public which attrdcievery good attendance. Because | am now é&rhl carer
for my wife Mavis, | could not lead any these arbartily thank these Members who stepped in far me

The number of sites visited as listed on my da&basing the day and at night was 400 + (thisudes the
garden trap lists), and the number of records isrufast year at 37,000 + (Devon records up t0.201R); the
continuing increase in records is because morel@eop sending the records in either excel filed) most of
these being re-worked so that they fit the critesteby the import facility on MapMate. A list dig people who
did the work will be found in the Annual Report.e\Wave five Field Meetings arranged for 2012, i
possibility of more; these, once confirmed, witéd in the Annual Report along with the datethefindoor
meetings for 2012. We will continue to hold ouratiegs on Thursday evening with a starting timé®80 for
20.00, this to accommodate our North County Membéro find it difficult to get there on time withe distance
they have to travel. Our Christmas event, as raeat, will be back on a Saturday and will contitube held at
The Highwayman'’s Haunt. Our Annual Report will taoe to be issued at the Spring Meeting, as maogrds
do not come in until the beginning of the years ttrieates a big rush to get it out on time and thighchanges in
this document, it has become impossible to issisestioner. | still have records to enter andlll atvait records
from a couple of the Members. | will be handingoZounty Moth Recorder duties to Barry Henwood {fdar so
records for 2012 should be addressed to him irrdutihave had a good run at this having start€®94, 17
years ago, and the database has over 560,000 segbich include my sorties out of County, but nafsthese are
Devon related and include microlepidoptera andebilits.

Your Council held four meetings during 2011 witle tinain topics of discussion: trying to find speakier our
indoor meetings, arranging Field Meetings, disarssabout the Annual Report and getting fundingpfarnew
web site; we managed to obtain an Opal grant ferathd other purposes. Unfortunately, due to mingaluties, |
have had to withdraw from most of my activitiest BMG still remains a prominent partner in BAPsidtes
along with B.C. and the National Moth Recording &ole (NMRS). Further to this, Richard will havesally
mentioned this in his address.

| reiterate my thanks to the people who are helpinkpep the group running taking on most of thekwaised to
be involved in before my wife had a stroke, withstnof the work being taken over by Richard Foxettainly
could not have been able to carry on without thisiable help. Thank you Richard

The Group is well known throughout the county witbre of the existing organisations, such as Nattngland,
Woodland Trust and National Trust along with owr@rprivate land, all asking for our help with fielvork.
Because of pressures of recording work, we haveimaertaken any recording work for South West Lakest,
but a small amount of recording has been undertiilheDartmoor National Park and Forest Enterpi,all of
these sites will be looked at in the future. | dithgetting requests for identifications from Dev8iodiversity
Records Centre and we have been invited to helpretording on sites managed by, or for, TeignteriDgstrict
Council and the Dartmoor Zoological Garden. Oumniders in North Devon continue to work Braunton Burg
and other sites in their area. We will continuapply for Grants toward the monitoring of locaktie

Roy McCormick

AGM illustrated talk: Wildlife Highlights of 2010/11 by John Walters

Once again we were treated to a highly informatind visually stunning talk by John Walters. It'gpimssible, in
this brief report, to do justice to the quality aquhntity of wildlife highlights covered during tleeening, but the
packed audience was itself a testament to Johpigaton as one of Devon’s most knowledgeable aéttis and
an extremely talented wildlife artist, photographed film-maker.



The talk took us from the sublime (Potter Wasps$dmg their larval clay pots on Bovey Heathfield)the
ridiculous (a road-casualty otter strapped to theklof John’s bike), via myopic Roe Deer, HedgeHagvetmen,
Adders up the trousers and the incredible siglatoiut 100 male Emperor Moths that John lured teettwalling’
females on Dartmoor. | was amazed by John's insigiid the weird and wonderful world of Oil Beetl&ach
female Oil Beetle can lay up to 40,000 eggs! Tiedla climb up onto flowers and then hitchhike om iacks of
pollinating insects that visit the flowers. It is1ia and miss affair because only the right softsotitary mining bee
will do for the Qil Beetle larvae. Once in the eakst hole, the beetle larvae climbs off, destthgdee’s egg
and develops by feeding on the pollen store theabte provided for its own young. However, surkby/highlight
was incredible video footage of Long-tailed Titdlaesy jostled for warm positions in a winter rowst
Rhododendron bush (see below). Who needs Springiatumnwatch? Many, many thanks to John for a
fantastic presentation — a truly memorable eveniegting.

Richard Fox

Long-tailed Tits roosting (John Walters

WANTED: Home for Charles Dewhurst Collection

As you'll recall from the August 2011 newslettehatles Dewhurst kindly offered his collection ofude and
Dorset Lepidoptera to Devon Moth Group. The coitetts in two attractive, purpose-built, mahogaapioets.
Brian Bewsher has initially housed the collectian bnfortunately can no longer keep it. Therefare,are
urgently appealing to any Devon Moth Group membleo wiight be willing to take possession of the Dershu
collection on behalf of the Group. Images of the tabinets are shown below. If anyone is willindpéothe
custodian of the collection, please contact RicHaoxl fikfox@btinternet.comor 01626 356463 in the first

instance. Your Council very much hopes that somedatdéind a home for the collection in the neatdte. Please
help if you can.




Devon Moth Recording and a new Devon County Regdiiee-counties 3 & 4)

After 17 remarkable years Roy has passed the fasbuaty recorder to me. During that time he hai#t bp a
database of 560,000 records of which about 40,60@@m 2011 - an astonishing achievement. Duitinge 17
years much has changed with moth recording in db@ty. Devon Moth Group has gone from strengtstrtength
and now has around 170 membd@risere are now far more records being submitted piaviously. In the early
years Roy used to type every record into his coergutwever it was submitted. This is no longersfaes in view
of the large quantity of records and neither shdaub@ necessary with widespread ownership of caerpu We all
need to work together to continue the massive daggrexercise. Ideally | should like records tosemitted
electronically either via an export from a recogdprogramme such as MapMate or in a spreadsheet.

As county recorder, it is not my intention to spenidrge amount of time typing in records. Theld®lution is
for members to purchase MapMate. This is a bespad@ding programme which provides quick and estgy
of records. They can then be retrieved electrdigiead e-mailed to me. | can then go through rification
process and import the records into the countybdaa Apart from making your life and my life easeterms of
submission of records, you would find MapMate ebesdlfor easy searching of your past records far ywn
use. If you do not have a database such as Mapkpteg your records straight onto a spreadshef@tas
(provided it is done in a particular way). | caitl sse that spreadsheet for importing into tharty database.
There may be members who are not familiar withgispreadsheets — please let me know if this isdke. | can
provide simple instructions. If you do not haveomputer, then | do not want to discourage you fsoifomitting
records. | should like to have them, but if | igedarge numbers of records not on a spreadsheetthey are
unlikely to all find their way onto the county dagese. The more significant records of course wbeldntered.

If anyone would like to become an Assistant Coibth Recorder — that is help me deal with suchndsoot
submitted on a spreadsheet that would be wondeffy.one who has MapMate can have a second copyngn
on their computer so such records could be entamgtat without them going onto their own persataibbase.
Alternatively anyone with a computer without Map®aan help by simply entering them onto a spreadshe
Please contact me if you are willing to help.

However you are going to submit records, pleaséacome first to ensure the process is as easgsasibe for
both you and me. In particular those of you wheentering data straight onto a spreadsheet (adflaspMate)
need to ensure you are doing it in a compatible edgre you progress too far. | shall be providietgiled
instructions on spreadsheets in a subsequent riawsle

MapMate

As mentioned above, MapMate is an ideal recordmodfor moth recorders (you can also record anndjthing

in Britain on it too). It is inexpensive and aabsnt is available to those who wish to become giatte Devon
Moth Group MapMate User Group. This scheme meansgo purchase it for £25 instead of the usual E32u
would like to purchase MapMate as part of that gseup then you will need to contact me as the tzadact. |
shall then order it for you. The user group licenges until 38 May each year. Therefore, if you bought it now as
part of the user group, you would be due to buyuiidate on 31May. (You could of course buy MapMate after
that date). If you bought it not as part of therugroup then your licence would run for a full y&gam the data of
purchase. The annual updates are also discoumtexbt group members £6.30 instead of £13.60oufdo not
pay for the updates you can continue to use MapNbatewith time the species list and names willdme out of
date and you will not get continued e-mail suppdgt.recommendation is to buy MapMate as part of2legon
Moth Group MapMate User Group and buy the annudbtgs. There are currently 15 members of thegrseip
and | know of two other MapMate users in DMG. Thigrtherefore plenty of scope for sharing expeésrend
helping each other with MapMate. If we get up Sop2ople in the user group the discounts will beneyreater.
Any current users of MapMate not in the user grcamp join by contacting me and benefit from the alists, but
your year end will then be 3May.

Websites

There are a few websites | should like to mentidwcty may help you with your recording:
* to grab a grid referencéittp://www.bnhs.co.uk/focuson/grabagridref/htmlémchtm

« to work out the vice county from a grid referenégtp://herbariaunited.org/gridrefVC/
* MapMate tutorials:http://Mapmate.bsbi.org.uk

Accuracy
It is crucial for any recording scheme that theords are accurate. Many moths are difficult tontdg and some
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are impossible without dissection of the genitdti@an be frustrating when you have a moth, yoovkmvhich
group it belongs to but cannot be certain exactlictvspecies. Unless you are absolutely certé@ase do not
submit the record. Always remembderIN DOUBT LEAVE IT OUT .

Duplicate records
We do not tend to go out moth trapping alone. Rl@aake sure at any recording event that one p&son
designated to submit their records, so that theoD&latabase does not become distorted by duptieeteds.

Please keep the records flowing. Please checkmatlat an early stage in the production of youonmes that they
will be in a suitable format for importing into tievon database. Let's see if we can beat 40,0Q01R2!
Barry Henwoodbarry.henwood@btinternet.con®1626 364080

Field Meeting Reports

Stone Lane Gardens, Chagford, 27.8.2011

This events was held at the invitation of the Faenf Stone Lane Gardens, an arboretum betweenf@tamd
Whiddon Down. The site holds a large collectiomafive and foreign birch trees as well as aldedsathers, and
had some hedgebanks and wilder areas surroundirigriiscaped gardens. Bob Heckford and Stella Beava
arrived early and did their usual excellent joexfording micro-moths and their associated mir@anggs and
larval feeding damage. Unfortunately their hopeBrafing any notable species associated with thehtand alder
trees did not come to fruition.

By 20.00 a large crowd had assembled and were iegjepeese and wine in a barn. Most people werdaeg
visitors to Stone Lane Gardens or interested lpbaisseven members of Devon Moth Group were &lso i
attendance. Overall there must have been at |8gstdple present. We waited in the relative condgbthe barn
for darkness to fall, telling the assembled audeesimout moths and Devon Moth Group and answeringenous
guestions from the interested crowd, before heaoliigo check the traps.

With such a large number of newcomers i
attendance, we needed moths quickly and
thankfully the first round of the traps
generated plenty of sightings. There was
little of note, but sufficient attractive specie
to wow the crowd, witfEnnomos alniaria
Canary-shouldered ThorSamptogramma
bilineata Yellow Shell;Campaea
margaritata,Light Emerald;Hydriomena
furcata, July Highflyer; anBhlogophora
meticulosa Angle Shades providing colour
and beauty. The numerod®ctua pronuba
Large Yellow Underwing dive-bombed the
watching hoards and bemused many _ .
newcomers with their variation in markingsiSIESIE .

Inevitably, most of the participants did not staielinto the night but they departed having hadrgoyable time.
In truth, it wasn’t a great night or a great site ihoths and we finished with a tally of just 6®sies and nothing
of any great note. However, we’d introduced many people to the wonders of moths and were rewaiialeour
efforts with a midnight feast of cheese, bread laome-pressed apple juice, kindly left out for ushie barn.
Richard Fox

The Christmas dinner

Once more the Highwayman’'s Haunt at Chudleigh dignoud for our annual moth ball (as my wife irsist
calling it). No, we did not dance nor practicarily, but we did flutter about amiably close to lighnd supped
(fermented) nectar.

The new pub management greeted us warmly, and shosvid an open quadrangle of tables with justitite of
amount of seating for the twenty or so of us (theftects, of course, not chance but good plannin§dcretary
Roy). Not only did we have more space than usudlthe food was also of a higher order - large @am®were



avidly consumed with the exchange of news and anesdCrackers were pulled, bad jokes read ouyerathed
at, and paper hats donned. (A short survey restegaén more willing to wear these hats than womed,that blue
hats were favoured over all other colours — plsasel possible explanations for this behaviour éceititor). It
was very good to have Mavis with us alongside Rbg Vater demonstrated remarkable Strong-Man adsliti
when lifting single-handed a cunning but very hedgyice to aid wheel chair users.

All too soon it was time to leave, but not beformyRever supremely efficient told us of the dat¢hef 2012 moth
ball, already booked! Out into the cold, but waathange from last winter — no snow and treachdoauthis
time. Time to look ahead to another year, dreangseat catches and hopes of building new frienushiy the
light of the silvery mercury vapour bulb!

Rob Wolton

Mothing in winter

With most members either putting their traps avamtiie winter or only running them occasionallyenesting
records can still be made by searching larval ftexttp. A good one to look at is Pellitory-of-thetnRarietaria
judaica This is the sole foodplant of the very pretty micnothCosmopterix pulchrimelléCosmopterigidae) that
was first recorded in the British Isles in DorsePD01 and has since been found in several soutoemties,
including both South and North Devon. The larvaesithe leaves and usually pupates under a folded-tiaf
edge. Larvae can be found in the winter as caadhés as we discovered at Berry Head, Brixhamén 2
November 2011 as we were tapping the foodplant.

Cosmopterix
pulchrimellalarva (left) :
and adult (right) (Bob Heckford)




Another, rarer, species that might turn up is Blor¥v SnoutHypena obsitalisvhose larva also feeds on Pellitory-
of-the-wall. Indeed on the same day at Berry Headlso found two adults hibernating inside a seele as well
as a very small larva on the plants growing neafhys was a surprise because according to Berrnanh&’s
Moths of the British Islethe larva occurs in July and again in August aept&nber. We kept the larva which
grew quite quickly, pupated and the moth emergeg&®Becember. The following day it was releasetthincave
where the other two moths had been seen on 26 Nmmefand photographed there). We noticed that ince
previous visit a Wren had built a nest just ingitke cave and so whether the moth will survive tivgev with the
other troglodyte is questionable!

Stella Beavan & Bob Heckford

worth Snout larva (left)
ight) (Bob Heckford)

Requests for moth buddies/mentors

As we have occasionally mentioned in the newslékéore, newcomers to moth recording and to thai®roay
benefit from being able to meet up from time todiwith more experienced members. We cannot peréorm
official introduction service, but are happy tolilight requests from members. In this vein, Baropen, a
relative beginner based in Plymouth would be veqydy to hear from any nearby members. Please ¢dritaon
bazcaz@bazcaz134.plus.com01752 786184.

Forthcoming events

Saturday 10th March 2022Micro-moth Eveninded by Bob Heckford, Barry
Henwood and others at Church House, AbbotskersiNeljton Abbot. 19.00-
22.30. From the Newton Abbot/Totnes road (A381yalinto Abbotskerswell,
straight across the mini roundabout and Church El@ithe old stone building on v}f

the left about 50m from the roundabout at SX85686&fease note there is no § ExPLORE
parking at Church House itself, so you should @arthe recreation ground car parl

c. 100m further on from Church House at SX85866864.

This workshop is part of the OPAL grant receivedd®von Moth Group and will ®
provide an evening dedicated to micro-moths for imers irrespective of your

current skills at micro-moth identification. Thexdl be presentations, discussion,
specimens, reference books and opportunity to tadogg a few specimens or

photos of moths that you have caught. So come aaddearn more about the
marvellous world of micros! LOTTERY FUNDED

Thursday 22 March 2012, indoor meeting at the Ley Arms, Ket®30 for 20.00 start. lllustrated talk by Dr
Fiona Mathews, a Senior Lecturer at Exeter UnitgrsintittedThe Secret Lives of Devon’s Bats



Mothing in winter 2

With pheromones in the freezer, it's time to gdtlawutside by looking
for Clearwing larvae in the winter. Between Aprildalate May last year |
found larvae of Six-belted Clearwifggmbecia ichneumoniformiss the
lower stems and rootstocks of Kidney Vefatithyllis vulnerariaat a few
coastal localities in south Devon, and reared moths

One of these sites was Butcher’s Cove that hasesndd flat but jagged
rocks with a considerable amount of Kidney Vetchcdrding to Jim
Porter'sThe colour identification guide to caterpillars thie British Isles
the larvae are difficult to locate and inhabitedtsomay be indicated by
the presence of frass within or alongside. In édfdcted plants, at least of
Kidney Vetch — | have not found larvae in rootghe other foodplant
Common Bird’s-foot-trefoiLotus corniculatus- can often be detected by
the ‘look’ of the plant. Instead of having healtdmgen leaves, those with
larvae have slightly wilted yellowish green leaviéghe stem is tugged
gently it will usually break off where the larvashiaeen feeding.

| visited Butcher’'s Cove on 16 January. No doubt
because of the mild winter the Kidney Vetch plants
were almost luxuriant. | found three slightly wite
plants with larvae that appeared to be about halfvg.

| also found several plants with the upper partikén
off but apparently not lying close to where they ha
been growing. The broken plants all had evidence of
tunnels in the stems made by larvae, but none had
larvae. The site is quite exposed and | can ordyras

that these had been broken off by strong winds. | : ool t'

Whether the larvae survive in those circumstanses i % g . nﬂﬁ

another matter. Partrally_unc@gre- o be, and larva of
Bob Heckford belted Clearwing, ildNdinerariefB8b Heckford)
s

Membership subscription for Devon Moth Group

Membership subscription86.00 for single and £9.00 for a family annual men@sship, are due by the end of
February 2012.

Name:

Address:

Email address:

Phone number:

[ 1 am happy to receive Devon Moth Group newsletterby email.

Please return with a cheque payable to Devon Motlusto: Roy McCormick, 36 Paradise Road, Teignimout
TQ14 8NR.

For payment by Standing Order, please obtain thegsary form from your Bank. The account detais@evon
Moth Group, A/C No: 94850593, sort code: 60-21-44t NatWest Bank, Den Road, Teignmouth, TQ14 8AR.
Make the reference your own name as that will theeshown on our statements. Payment dat&Jaduary 2012,
or a date soon after that, arfdJanuary from then on.
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